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Mabelvale 
Progress  

 Progress at Mabelvale is 
coming along 

wonderfully! We'd like to 
introduce everyone to 

Mabelvale's Garden Manager, 

Mabelvale Groundbreaking 
Ceremony a Success!  
March 31st dawned a picture perfect day for 
breaking ground at the site of Mabelvale's new 
school garden. Over 70 Mabelvale students, 
staff and administrators were joined by Little 
Rock School District administrators, Arkansas 
First Lady Ginger Beebe, Surgeon General Dr. 
Joe Thompson, USDA's Dr. Margaret Bogle 

and numerous community members to celebrate the kick off of 
the Delta Garden Study's pilot year. Multiple TV and radio 
stations captured the excitement. Read more about the 
event and view the video footage on our website!  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103309424757&s=1&e=001nTCEcj_sIorSXQ1OekrJW0sS6VOQzWMqPJjjc6f4MFFVHhUhATmXQPSB_SUF5O1CbyfjK7CPKLLURWCZde44SbeplEAS90l94RWrGG2XnjI1R_E_z2ejIwczg0q-0p1ZFBQcPQedkOIkve3VbT6VO5ZLBewT2bW4SR56g58llexqRCtVBXcOMwPNbv4it_D8aJCkfQLabZoqKskay_g8CA==


Chris Hiryak, pictured above. 
Chris joined the team on 

March 15 and has been rockin' 
and rollin' ever since. He has 

been laying out his design and 
plans for a beautiful, bountiful 
garden and will begin building 

new water catchment 
structures at the school next 
week. Read more about Chris 
and keep up with his progress 
at Mabelvale on our website.  
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Launch of School Bonding Survey 
Data Collection  

Next week begins the Delta Garden Study's 
school bonding data collection. Every middle 
school student in the Little Rock School 
District (5000+) will serve as the pilot testing 

agents for a new school bonding survey instrument created by 
the DGS Co-Investigators and Staff. Compiled of questions taken 
from over two dozen previously validated instruments, this new 
instrument, once put through this rigorous validation 
process, will serve as the measurement tool for determining a 
student's level of connection to his or her school.  

Expanding Internship and 
Volunteer Opportunities  

In addition to health and nutrition internships 
already offered in childhood obesity prevention 
research, the Delta Garden Study and Dr. 
Weber's team are expanding its reach to include 
school gardening internships. Participating 
students and interested individuals are eligible 
to receive academic credit and volunteer 

hours by working alongside Mabelvale's Garden Manager as he 
creates and maintains their garden and greenhouse, co-teaches 
lesson plans mapped to state frameworks, and engages the 
Garden Club and larger community in support of the program 
and new garden. If you or someone you know is interested, more 
details and contact information are located on our website. 
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Thank you for your interest in the Delta Garden 
Study. 
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