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Congratulations! The 2011-2012
Comparison Schools Have Been

Selected Four demographically-pair
matched comparison schools have been
selected for the 2011-2012 school year.
Trumann Intermediate will serve as the control
for Harrisburg Middle School, Clinton
Intermediate and Junior High will serve as the
control for Searcy County School District
schools, Manila Middle School will serve as the control for
Highland Middle School, and Wynne Junior High will serve as the




control for Monticello Middle School. Each of these four
comparison schools was selected as a demographic pair-match and
will participate in Delta Garden Study measurements throughout
the school year. Comparison schools receive a $2000 stipend to be
used towards any academic program of their choice, as well as
assistance with their state-mandated collection of students' BMI
measurements. Many thanks to these four new schools for their
participation and support of the Delta Garden Study!

Back to School for the

Delta Garden Study School
begins August 15th for most
students across the state,
including our DGS garden
schools. After completion of the
baseline data collection, students
will be ready to go to the garden.
Science, while fascinating in its
complexity, can sometimes be
difficult for students to grasp in the classroom. This fall, however,
the Delta Garden Study will literally "bring to life" concepts learned
in the classroom, as students go beyond the textbook to interact
with plants, chickens, and even earthworms during their science
lessons. The participating middle schools will each receive an
original garden-based science curriculum to use in their twice-
weekly 45-minute garden sessions. This curriculum, which will
familiarize students with their new vegetable garden, also aligns
with the Arkansas state science standards. Each lesson has been
tailored to help teachers cover required science material. What
better way to learn about our atmosphere's greenhouse effect than
to step into an actual greenhouse? Cell reproduction will be taught
while gathering chicken eggs, and anatomy will take on a whole new
meaning as the students dissect an earthworm. So whether the
day's lesson is focused on the water cycle or on organ systems,
students will engage in fun, hands-on learning that also prepares
them to succeed when test-taking time rolls around. - Many thanks
to Emily Deitchler, DGS Summer Intern, for help with this article.
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